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STATE CAPITOL

HELENA MONTANA 59601

TELEPHONE 406/449-3750

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
Place of Meeting:

Committee Chairman:

Room 437

Date Meeting Held:
Hour Meeting Held:

2/1/72
10:15 a.m.

Oscar L. Anderson

MINUTES OF THE TENTH MEETING OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
SUBJECT OF MEETING:

Delegate Proposals & General

Roll Call:

Anderson, Oscar L., Chairman
Blend, Virginia H., Vice-Chairman
Arness, Franklin
Ask, Thomas M.
Erdmann, Marian S.
Jacobsen, Arnold W.
Payne, Katie
Rollins, George W.
Simon, Clark E.
Sparks, M. Lynn
Speer, Lucile

Present
-Present
Present
-Present
.Present
.Present

Present
.Present
Present
Present

INTERESTED PERSONS TESTIFYING;
Name

Tom Phillips
Dennis Curran

2

Occupation or Title

Mont. League of Cities and Towns
Lee Newspapers

Mrs. Blend presided as Mr. Anderson was excused (ill).

minutes for January 26, 27, and 28 were considered.

The

There were

no corrections, additions or deletions.
Mrs. Blend reported on her meeting with the General Government

and Constitutional Amendment Committee regarding initiative,

referendum and recall.

They suggested that we put the wording from

Delegate Proposal 42 in our Article.

That Committee will be con

cerned with the legality of including it with or separate from the

same subject on the state level.
this is a good idea.

The Committee consensus was that

Mr. Jacobsen moved that we just make a

statement to that effect to the General Government and Constitutional
Amendment Committee.

Motion carried.

Mrs. Blend said that she and Mr. Anderson attended a meeting
last week at which time they were advised that each week the Chairman
will give a short report to the Convention to state progress of each
committee.

Mr. Arness moved that we report that we have heard

testimony and are about to write our first draft of the article.
Motion carried.

There was a discussion about Citizen Suggestions.

distributed so the Committee could consider them.

They were

(Exhibit A)

Mr.

Arness suggested we start with the proposals, both formal and
informal, to decide which will be the majority and minority reports.
Mr. Rygg, Chairman of Revenue and Finance, sent a rough draft

statement of what areas the two committees have in common (Exhibit B).

It was mentioned that revenue sharing should also be on the list.

Mr. Jacobsen moved that the Committee be excused until 2:30

this afternoon in order to attend the meeting of the Legislative
Committee.

Motion carried.
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Justices of the Peace and special improvement districts were
discussed.
Mr. Jacobsen was appointed a committee of one to the Taxation

and Finance Committee to keep track of fiscal matters relating to
local government.

Miss Speer is a committee of one to the Style

and Drafting Committee regarding a suggestion by Mr. Frame suggesting

the use of simple and understandable language in the new Constitution.
The list of Delegate Proposals was discussed.

Some of the

Committee members think local officials should be optional but

mentioned in the article, others want to delete them entirely.

Mr. Ask's proposal to provide one of the options shall be
having the officials mentioned (but who can be eliminated by vote

of the people) was considered and generally agreed with.
Mr. Arness moved adoption of his proposal, No. 9, by the

Committee.

Transitional Provisions relative to this propose^ are

attached (Exhibit C).

After some discussion on the motion, Mrs.

Payne made a substitute motion that the Committee table the motion
of Mr. Arness.

After more discussion on the proposal, the sub

stitute motion was voted on and carried.

The Committee recessed at 12:05, to reconvene at 2:30 p.m.
Mrs. Blend read the attached letter from John S. Anderson, M.D.,

Executive Officer, MSDH (Exhibit D), letter from McKinley Anderson,
Board Attorney for the State Board of Engineers & Land Surveyors

(Exhibit E), and the letter from John Dowdall, State Examiner
(Exhibit F).

There was a discussion about increasing the limitation on
indebtedness and the bases used for taxation.
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Mr. Ask went through his proposal (Exhibit G) section by

section, explained it, and answered questions from the Committee.
Miss Speer's proposal was discussed (Exhibit H).

She went

through it section by section and then answered questions from

the Committee.
The Chair mentioned that tomorrow's meeting will begin at
11:15 a.m.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Time of Adjournment:

5 p.m.

VIRGINjX BLEND

PAT ROMINE, Secretary
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Vice-Chairman

